ENGLISH II FINAL PROJECT (200 Points!)
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In the Piper Repertory Theater





You will be working with a group of no more than five students to create your very own Movie. You also must submit a Written Report on the theme 
that your group explores. (Ten pages minimum. Typed, Double Spaced, Font Type Times New Roman or Arial only, 1” Margins, Cover page with title and names from everyone in your group.)

Your movie can be based on any of the following themes from Julius Caesar:


1. The qualities of a good leader are one of the play's important themes. To explore this theme, you can do any one of the following:
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• Discuss the qualities possessed by a good leader. Generate a list of these qualities and choose a leader (from the student body, history, or the contemporary world) who exhibits several of them. Create a film on that leader based on the list of qualities generated. The movie should include both qualities the leader possesses as well as those he or she lacks.


• Bring television or movie clips from current online newspapers or magazines focusing on current leaders. Discuss the leaders' strengths and weaknesses as identified in the media clips and articles. Decide whether or not the strengths and/or weaknesses are legitimate and relevant, or if they reflect bias on the part of the journalists.


• Examine the effect a leader's domestic relationships, political ties, business and/or religious affiliations, physical condition, and/or athletic ability may have on his or her leadership abilities. Research historical and current leaders who have dealt with questions about their leadership abilities because of one or more of these issues. (e.g. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Gerald Ford, Gary Hart, Teddy Roosevelt, George W. Bush, etc.)


• NOTE – This particular activity should reflect Mark Antony’s tribute to Julius Caesar
                 in ACT 3 Scene 2. Your movie can also contain a reenactment of the scene,
2. Friendship is another major theme in the play. 
    Explore this theme by answering these questions:
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• How far would you go to stop a friend from harming your country?


• How far would you go to obtain revenge on someone or some
  group who destroyed your best friend?


• Is there anything for which you would betray a friend?


• Which is more important to you, friendship or personal principles? Why?


• NOTE – This particular activity should reflect Brutus’ dealings as Julius Caesar’s friend
                 and ultimate betrayer as seen in ACT II and ACT III Scene 1. Your movie can
                 also contain a reenactment of some of the scenes from these acts.
3. The role of fate and superstition is another theme. 
    The following questions help focus attention on this:
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• To what extent can we control the future?

• How superstitious are you? 
  Do you have any good luck rituals that you perform before important occasions?

• Do you watch for omens before important events?

• Do you read your horoscope every day, and do you follow its advice?

• NOTE – This particular activity should reflect the superstitions of Julius Caesar and the premonitions of Calphurnia and the Soothsayer as seen in ACTS I and ACTS II. Your movie can also contain a reenactment of some of the scenes from these acts.
4. In this lesson, you will explore ACTS IV and V. Explain how justice and fate play a crucial role in the second half of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. Your movie can also contain a reenactment of some of the scenes from these acts.
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5. In this lesson, you will evaluate how present-day society depicts heroes, villains, and events, and how contemporary political figures and plots relate to the society and time period in which the Star Wars Universe (or another fictional Universe of your choice) and Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar are set.
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• In what ways do the Star Wars Films mirror U.S. Imperialism? Can present-day politics be compared to the political affairs depicted in the Star Wars and Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar?
• "How would you define the balance between good vs. evil? "?

• What types of people are typically seduced by temptation to do bad things?
• What examples of wrong doings can you think of in the course of United States or world history?"


Review Articles about "Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith," to assist you with your project.

George Lucas recently revealed that he patterned his story after historical transformations from freedom to fascism, never figuring when he started his prequel trilogy in the late 1990s that current events might parallel his space fantasy. "As you go through history, I didn't think it was going to get quite this close. So it's just one of those recurring things," Lucas said at a Cannes news conference. "I hope this doesn't come true in our country. "Maybe the film will waken people to the situation," Lucas joked. That comment echoes Michael Moore's rhetoric at Cannes last year, when his anti-Bush documentary "Fahrenheit 9/11" won the festival's top honor.

Unlike Moore, whose Cannes visit came off like an anybody-but-Bush campaign stop, Lucas never mentioned the president by name but was eager to speak his mind on U.S. policy in Iraq, careful again to note that he created the story long before the Bush-led occupation there. "When I wrote it, Iraq didn't exist," Lucas said, laughing. "We were just funding Saddam Hussein and giving him weapons of mass destruction. We didn't think of him as an enemy at that time. We were going after Iran and using him as our surrogate, just as we were doing in Vietnam. ... The parallels between what we did in Vietnam and what we're doing in Iraq now are unbelievable." The prequel trilogy is based on a back-story outline Lucas created in the mid-1970s for the original three "Star Wars" movies, so the themes percolated out of the Vietnam War and the Nixon-Watergate era, he said. Lucas began researching how democracies can turn into dictatorships with full consent of the electorate. In ancient Rome, "why did the senate after killing Caesar turn around and give the government to his nephew?" Lucas said. "Why did France after they got rid of the king and that whole system turn around and give it to Napoleon? It's the same thing with Germany and Hitler. "You sort of see these recurring themes where a democracy turns itself into a dictatorship, and it always seems to happen kind of in the same way, with the same kinds of issues, and threats from the outside, needing more control. A democratic body, a senate, not being able to function properly because everybody's squabbling, there's corruption."





Star Wars Mirrors U.S. Imperialism

This is how liberty dies -- to thunderous applause."So observes Queen Amidala of Naboo as the galactic senate grants dictator-to-be Palpatine sweeping new powers in his crusade against the Jedi in the final "Star Wars" film. It's just one of several lines in "Star Wars: Episode III -- Revenge of the Sith," that reveal the movie to be more than just a sci-fi blockbuster and gargantuan cultural phenomenon."Revenge of the Sith," it turns out, can also be seen as a cautionary tale for our time -- a blistering critique of the war in Iraq, a reminder of how democracies can give up their freedoms too easily, and an admonition about the seduction of good people by absolute power. Some film critics suggest it could be the biggest anti-Bush Administration blockbuster since "Fahrenheit 9/11."New York Times movie critic " A.O. Scott gives "Sith" a rave, and notes that Lucas "grounds it in a cogent and (for the first
time) comprehensible political context. Agence France Presse reports that the movie delivers "a galactic jab to US President George W. Bush."It's been generating "murmurs at the parallels being drawn between Bush's administration and the birth of the space opera's evil Empire."Are some people reading too much into the movie?Filmmaker George Lucas insists that the genesis of his story dates back 30 years. But he pointed out that certain themes do seem to repeat themselves, whether here and now or a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.

Harlan Jacobson writes in USA Today: "Since screenings began at Lucas' Skywalker Ranch, people have been discussing parallels between the final film in Lucas' six-film Star Wars saga and current political events.
"Lucas said Darth Vader's saga is about how a good man turns himself into a bad one." 'Most of them think they're good people doing what they do for a good reason.'

"Marijke Rowland writes in the Modesto Bee: "Lucas' longtime producer Rick McCallum insists that the resemblances are coincidental." '(The film) was started well before we even knew this disaster was going to happen,' he said, referring to Iraq war. "Scottish actor Ian McDiarmid, who plays the evil mastermind Chancellor Palpatine, who installs himself as emperor, said the film manages to reflect modern events while addressing timeless themes." 'It is a film about how easily (freedom) can disappear, how easily we can all be seduced into surrendering it while thinking we're having a good time,' he said. 'It chimes with the zeitgeist.' Adds McDiarmid: "It's a film that reflects contemporary events, but it is a film. Enjoy the metaphor."


This is a major project and will be graded like a semester final.

Have fun and good luck!
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http://www.apple.com/support/imovie/
[image: image19.jpg]


      [image: image20.jpg]


            [image: image21.png]









[image: image22.png]


 Photoshop Support

http://studio.adobe.com/us/search/sort?remember=on&sort=topic&product=15&topic=0&type=Tutorial&level=Basic&x=11&y=9

http://www.webmonkey.com/design/graphics/tutorials/tutorial1.html

http://www.photoshopsupport.com/index.html
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Digital Photography Tutorials
http://www.photoxels.com/digital-photography-tutorials.html
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 Scanning Images
http://technology.msb.edu/training/multimedia/scanning/index.htm

http://help.allegheny.edu/tutorials/hpimages.php

http://www.its2.uidaho.edu/cti/res/tuts/scan/
